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COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 
0 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In the Matter of: 

KENTUCKY POWER COMPANY FAILURE TO ) 
COMPLY WITH THE COMMISSION'S ) CASE NO. 9989 
REGULATION 807 KAR 5 : 0 0 6 ,  SECTION 2 4 )  

SHOW CAUSE ORDER 

On April 11, 1987, Daniel Burke, a resident of Little Creek, 

Yeager, Kentucky, was fatally injured immediately after dynamiting 

a water well. Mr. Burke was holding the detonating wires and 

using the battery in his truck for a power supply. The detonating 

wires were blown out of the well and made contact with a 7 8 2 0 0  

volt primary line located about 55 feet above the ground. Mr. 

Burke was electrocuted at the time the detonating wires contacted 

the 7,200 volt primary. 

On April 13, 1987, Jeffery L. Gilpin, a senior investigator 

of t h e  Commission staff, investigated the accident after reading 

about it in the April 13, 1987, edition of the Lexington, 

Kentucky, Herald-Leader. Hr. Gilpin contacted Wayne B. Edwards, 

Safety and Health Manager, Kentucky Power Company ("Kentucky 

P~wer"), by telephone and asked why t h e  accident had not been 
promptly reported to the Commission as specified in 807 KAR 5:OO6, 

Section 24, of the Commission's Regulations. Mr. Edwards s a i d  the 

accident would have been reported to the Commission a f t e r  more 

information about t h e  accident had been gathered. Kentucky 

Y o w e c ' 8  written report wae P i l e d  w i t h  t h e  Commleulon on April 22, 

1987, 11 days after the date of this fatal accident. This is also 



in violation of the Commission's Regulation 807 K A R  5 : 0 0 6 ,  Section 

24, which states a summary written report shall be filed within 7 

days of a fatal accident. A copy of this accident investigation 

is included as Appendix A to this Order. 

On June 11, 1987, Danny L. Brumfield, an employee of Floyd S. 

P i k e  Electrical Contractor, Inc., was injured while installing a 

pole top cut-out. The wrench he was using slipped and came into 

contact with an energized primary conductor, causing an arc to 

start between conductors. Mr. Brumfield w a s  apparently wearing 

a l l  necessary personal safety equipment. The injuries he received 

appeared to have been caused when his clothes were ignited by the 

arc. Kentucky Power's written report was not received by the 

Commission until July 1, 1987, following a telephone request by 

the Commission staff on June 30, 1987. This is a violation of 007 

KAFt 5 : 0 0 6 ,  Section 24, of the Commission's Regulations, which 

states that a summary written report shall be submitted within 7 

days of the date of an accident. A copy of this accident investi- 

gation is included a8 Appendix €3 to this Order. 

FINDINGS AND ORDER 

The Commission, having considered the evidence of record and 

being advised, is of the opinion and finds that: 

1. Pertaining to the accident of April 11, 1907, Kentucky 

Power violated the Commission's Regulation 807 KAR 5:DO6,  Section 

24, by failing to report a fatal accident in a prompt manner by 

telephone or telegraph, and also by not filing a summary written 

report within 7 days of a fatal accident, both as prescribed in 

the s a i d  regulation. 
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2. Pertaining to the accident of June 11, 1987, Kentucky 

Power violated the Commission's Regulation 807 K A R  5 : 0 0 6 ,  Section 

24, by failing to submit a summary written report within 7 days 

of the subject accidents, as prescribed in the said regulation. 

3. Kentucky Power should be required to appear and explain 

the reasons why the Commission's Regulation w a s  violated and 

present a detailed plan to prevent the reoccurrence of this viola- 

tion, and to show cause if any it can, why the Commission should 

not impose penalties pursuant to KRS 278.990. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that Kentucky Power shall appear 

before the Commission on August 20, 1987, at 9:00 A.M., Eastern 

Daylight Time, in the Commission's offices at Frankfort, Kentucky, 

f o r  the purpose of presentir.g evidence related to its program to 

ensure compliance with 807 KAR 5 : 0 0 6 ,  Section 24, of the Commis- 

sion's Regulations, and to show cause if any it can, why the 

Commission should not impose penalties pursuant to K R S  278.990. 

Done at Frankfort, Kentucky, this 7th day of Augpst ,  1987. 

ATTEST:  

Executive Director 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

Vice Chairman 



APPENDIX A 

AYENDIX TO AN ORDER OF THE ruRLxc SERVTCE 
COWISSIO?l IY CASE N0.9989 DATED 8/'7/#7 

MI8 OC THIS REPORT 7-6-87 SUBJtITTED BI Jeffery L. Gilpin 

W E  O f  UTILITY Kentucky Power  Company 

A C C I D B I F  RE#IRTBD BY Wayne Edwards 

MfB b REPORTED 6-12-87 10:14 A.M. 

MTG M D  TIng ACCIDENT OCCURRED 6-11-87 Approximately 1:30 P.H. 

MTL O I  ACCIDglRT INVESTIGATION 6-12-87 

DATE SuwllARI WRITIIBN REPORT W A S  RECBIVED PRon UTILITY 6-31-87 

PeRsoElS ASSISTIRG IN THE INVESTIGATION Todd Jones  and Charles  Burchett 

of Appalachian Power: John Land of the Commission staff. 

NAME OP VIC3!IR(S) 1, Danny Brumfield SEX M AGE 28 

FATAL No WAnE OF EIIPLOYER: Floyd S. Pike Electrical 

INJURIES Second and third degree burns to the f r o n t  of his body. 

2. SEX AGE 

FATAL NAME OF EUPiXlYER: 

INJURIES 

3. SEX AGE 

FATAL W E  OF EMPLOYER: 

INJURIES 
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ELBCTRICAL OPILITY ACCIDERI: INVSTIGATIOR (Continued) 

LOCATION OF ACCIDENT SITE Jesse Branch Coal Company just south of 

Phelps, Kentucky. 

DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT The victim was installing a pole top cut-out 

when the wrench he was using slipped and came into contact with an 

energized primary conductor causing an arc to s tar t  between con- 

ductors. Victim was apparently wearinq all necessary pereonal safety 

equipment and the injuries that'he received appeared to have been 

caused when h i s  clothes were iqnited by t h e  arc. 

SOIlRCE OF INFORMATION Todd Jones and Charles Burchett of Appalachian 

Power Company; Summary accident report from Kentucky Power Company; 

ansite investiqation. 

VIOLATIONS OP COMHISSIOM REGUfATIONS The utility's summary written 

report w a s  not received until June 31, 1987, following a telephone 

request by the Commission staff on June 30, 1987. This is in 

violation of 807 KAR 5 : 0 0 6 ,  Section 24, which states that a summary 

written report s h a l l  be submitted within seven days of the date of an 

accident. 

7 

RBCOMWENMTXONS I n  order for the utility to be in compliance with 

807 KAR 5 : 0 0 6 ,  Section 24 it needs to submit a summary written report 

within seven days of the date of an accident. 

- 
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CORRECTIVE ACTSOH None 

I 
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LSNB CtBARAllcBs 

A. AT POI- OP ACCIDEKP 

Phase conductor to ground 
elevationr N/A N/A 

Neutral conductor to ground 
elevation3 N/A N/A 

Communication conductor t o  
ground elevation: N/A N/A 

Phase conductor to sttucturet N/A 

Neutral conductor to structure: N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Communication conductor to 
structure: N/A N/A 

8. AT UIweST POXNT OF SPAN 

Phase conductor to ground 
elevation: N/A I N/A 

Neutral conductor to ground 
elevation: N/A N/A 

Communication conductor to 
ground elevation: N/A N/A 

C. SPAN LENGTR N/A 

Date the l i n e  or facilities were constructeb~ N/A 

Otilityr Kentucky Power Company _I_ 

Dater 6-12-87 T i r e  4:35 P.M. 

Approxitste temperature: 6 5  D e Q r e e I 5  F 

Hoaaurmmont~ made b y t  N/A 

Submitted by t 
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June 30, 1987 

R E C E I v E 
Public Service Couzmlaelon 
Divioion of Englnecrlng and Servicer 
PO Box 615 
730. Schenkel Lane 
Frankfort. KY 40601 

ATTN: J. Gflpin 

Dear S i r :  

As ve discussed by telephone on June 30, 1987, attached is a copy of 
the accident report relative to Danny L. Brumfield, an employee of 
Floyd S. P i k e  Electrical Contractor, Inc. 

This accident occurred June 11, 1987 and was fnveetlgatcd on our 
behalf by Appalachian Power Company representatives. 

If additional information is needed, contact me at 606/327-1271. 

Sincerely, 

ct 
Attachment 



. .  
t 

June 23, 1987 

Ist8ch.d you Vi11 find an 8ccident report ~ m r o l ~  I)8nn9 L. 
B d l e l d ,  age 28, an aPgloyee for Plagd S. P i k e ,  Electrical Cuntractot 
who ln contact v i t h  an energized conductor. 

lh b j u r e d  received 2nd and 3rd degree burns to the frunt of h i s  
body urd i. presently in  the Cabell Buntington Eospital, Euatlngtan, 
west Vtrghl.. 

A 8katch 81x3 diagram of the structure is ineoaQlctc at thlr tirpe 

Attached pau w f l l  81ro fiud a copy of tht 8ccident report completed 

If additional Information becomes available it will be forwarded. 

and vi11 be forthcoming. 

by the foreman o f  the crew. 

very truly yourCI, ... 
?y& K 7 4 2  J 

.john R. Skidmore 
Administrative Assistant 

cc: L. G .  Zavodniak - Columbus 
D. E. Forbes - Roanoke 
R. D. Carson, Sr. - Roanoke 
D. S. Raymond - Alexander 6 Alexander 

E#l-rdr-.&mtltmds 



LIABILITY ACCIDENT NOTICE - NON-AUTOMOBILE 
)PILE. NO. 1 

COWS 
- 

LOCATION NUMILR 

csts/trwn use ONLY 
CONTRACT # NAME OR COMPANV 

1005 APPALACHIAN M E R  COMPANY 

AOORES5 

Inez. k n t u c k v  

THE INJURY - 

WOMt ' None. 

I 
PsgQERPI mvs. 
3RMACE LIST DAMAGE LSTIMATLDCOIT OF ncenim 

IT IS ADORESS 
(WORTANT 



IE P A R T I C U U R  TO ODTAIN THE NAMES AND ADDRUSh5 OF DISINTERESTED WITNESSES WHO KNOW A N V f W I N a  A W U T  
THE OCCURRENCE INCLUDINU DATL. M W E  NO. OR NAME OF K)LICE AUTHORITY TO WHOM THE ACCIDENT WAS $ nl 
*EPO*TEO. 

On 6/11/87 a t  1:30 p.m.,  Danny Lee Smith, age 28 o f  Crum, WV while 

*cz%Wf - 

- 

~~ 

working f o r  Floyd S. Pike Electr ica l  Contractor came Sn contact wi th  an 

energized conductor causing 2nd and 3 d  deqree burns to his  person. 

Uhi le  attempting t o  install a cut-out the wrench the Injured was using 

s l i p p e d  causing him t o  make contact with an eneraited conductor. 

Danny was taken t o  Appalachian Redonal Hospital and l a t e r  taken t o  

o ther  crew members were William J. Morris o f  Henlawson, UV and Stanley 

H. Davis  of Inez, Kentucky. 

~~ ~ ~~ ~ 

~ b e l l / H u n t l n g t o n  Hospital  i n  Huntington. West V i q f n i a .  

The foreman f o r  the crew was Donnle Lee Smith o f  Chapmnvl l le ,  W and OE!x IQ~rnm 

I 

See attachment. - 



FLOYD S. PIKE ElXCTRICAL CWTRACTOR, INC. I 'I. 
ACCIOENT REFORT fOR ON ME J O I  INJURY 

TE: The rrbovc form i s  to be comvletcd i n  f u l l  bc the foreman or ruprrvlror on the j o b ,  as 
=n as possible a f t e r  the accidcn'. h8PpCnS. This form must  be sicncd by the s u p e r v i s o r  o r  
1-n in  charge of job and mailed imncdiotcly to the home o f f i c e  i n  U t .  A i r y ,  H.C.. 





APPENDIX B 

APPENDIX TO AN ORDER OF THE PUBLIC SERVICE 
COMMISSION IN CASE N0.9989 DATED v7/f'7 

BLBCTRICAL UTILITY ACCIDENT IHVBSTIGATIOR 

DATB OF TEIS REPORT 4-30-87 SUBMITTED BY Jeffery L .  G i l p i n  

W E  OF UTSLITY Kentucky Power  C o m p a n y  

ACCIDEHT RESORTED B Y  Accident  was not reported .  

DATE & TIHE ACCIDEHT REPORTED N/A 

DATB ARD TIME ACCIDENT OCCURRED "4-11-87 I t 3 0  PoHo 

DATE OF ACCIDENT XNVESTIGATION 4-13-87 12230 P o H a  

PBRsolS ASSISTING IN THE INVESTIGATXOR L.J. Horne, Chuck Ferquaon- 

Kentucky Power Company 

R M B  OP VICTIN(S) 1, Danie l  Burke sex n AGE 35 

?AT- Yes "E OF EUPUXERt Johnson B r o t h e r s  C o a l  Company 

I N J U R I E S  

8 

- 2. SEX AGB 

3. SEX AGE 

? A r m  WME or EIIPLOYER: 

INJURICS 

~~ ~ 
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CORRSCTIM ACTS- 

I 
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LINE CLEARAlKBS 

M i n i m  Alloued 
An lbasured trrr NESC 

A. AT POINT OF ACCIDENT 

Phase conductor  to ground Greater than 
elevation: 50' 20 ' 
Neutral conductor  to ground Gre8ter than 
e l e v a t i o n  s 50 1 18 ' 
Communication conductor  to 
ground elevation: 47 '  2" 18'  

Phase conductor  to s t r u c t u r e 8  N/A N/A 

Neutral conductor to s t r u c t u r e s  N/A N/A 

Communication conductor  to 
s t r u c t u r e s  N/A N/A 

B, AT LOWEST porwr OF SPAR 

Phase conductor  to ground Greater than 
elevation: 50 1 20 @ 

Neutra l  conductor  to ground Greater than 
e l e v a t i o n :  SO1 18 ' 
Communication conductor  to 
ground e l e v a t i o n :  478 29 18'  

C. SPA# LENGTB N/A 

Date the line or facilities were constructed: 

Utility: Kentucky Power Company 

D a t e r  4-13-87 T i m 8  1:Oo P.M. 

Approximate terperaturrer 7 4  Degrees P 

)C.a8uroronts made by: Jeffery L. Gilpin 

Submitted by: 
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RECEIVED 

Claude C. Rhoter, Jr . ,  Director 
~ivi8ion of Engineering and Service# 
Public Service Conmission 
730 Schenkcl Lane 
PO BOIS 615 
Frankfort. KY 40602 

Dear Sirr 

This i 8  to confirm 6y telephone report on April  13. 1987 of an accident 
involving a member of the public, Mr. Daniel Burke. The accident 
occurred April 11 and war invertlgatcd by U t .  Jcfftry L. GLlpin on 
April 13. 

A8 teque#ted, attached is a copy of the accident report fi1td by 
Kentucky Pover Company's Pikevflla Dlvlrlon rcprcscntatlver folloving 
t h e f t  investigation. 

Sincere ly ,  

ct 
Attachment  



1 2 3 

(11 

COMPANY 

4 

06102 

I N M f O  
PER- 

NAME 

DANNY BURKE 

L i t t l e  C r e e k ,  Y e a g e t ,  K Y .  
AOORLSS 

TU€ INJURY 

M L  

36 
mOcct 

(5 )  AOORLSS 
N / A  

ormen 

N / A  
LIST OIIYICL 

WTNESSES 

mOnL 

CSTIYATLO COST of ~ L C A I  a 

- 
Hn. 

IT  IS 
I W O A T A N T  
TO GIVE TU€ 

A D O R E S  OF 
NAME AND 

E v E R r  WITNESS 

NMM€ 

-I€ W I U  INJURE0 TC.U€N AFTER UCIOCNT? NAME O C  OOCTOI 

was INJURLO resume0 woau* 
P i k e v i l l e  Methodirt l i o t u i t 8 1  

PROOAOLC DISABILITY 



SKCTCW IC 

Sa8 a t t a c h e d .  

S e e  rCt8chad.  

4-13-87 



SUMMARY OF A C C I D E N T  I N V O L V I N G  DANNY B U R K E :  

T h i s  a c c i d e n t  o c c u r r e d  a t  t h e  h e a d  of t h e  r i g h t  fork of L i t t l e  

Creek, mouth of P i k e v i l l e ,  Ken tucky .  I t  h a p p e n e d  a b o u t  4 : 3 0  p . 0 .  o n  

S a t u r d a y ,  A p r i l  11, 1987 .  T h e  o n l y  w i e n e r s  t o  t h e  a c c i d e n t  w a s  

E l 8 w o r t h  O i b o r n e ,  who l i v e s  i n  t h e  # & m e  are8 a n d  who w 8 0  w i t h  t h e  

v i c t i m  who was t r y i n g  t o  c l e a r  d e b r i s  from a w a t e r  w e l l  by u s i n g  

dyn8ml te .  

The  v i c t i m  w a 8  d o i n g  t h e  work t o  help 8 f r i e n d  a n d  r e p o r t e d l y  

used d y n a m i t e  i a  t h e  p a 8 t  oa v a r i o u a  c o a l  m i n i n g  operition8. Whethe r  

he v.8 8 1icen8.d b l m t o r  h a 8  not  boon d o t o t m i n o d  a n d  roporc f r o m  

t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  s t a t e  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r 8  w i l l  n o t  b e  a v a i l r b l e  f o r  

a b o u t  ten days. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  O s b o r n c ,  t h e  v i c t i m  l o w e r e d  t h e  e x p l o s i v e s  a b o u t  

75 f e e t  i n t o  t h e  w e l l ,  w 8 6  u s i n g  e l e c t r i c  c 8 p s  a n d  t h e  b a t t e r y  i n  a 

Ford  p i c k u p  8 6  8 d e t o n a t o r .  I n  t h e  t r u c k  were t h e  v l c t i m ' e  w i f e  

and dcu&htor but t h o y  trpottrdly d i d  n o t  u l t n ~ o a  t h o  i n c i d e n t  brcauar 

t h e  hood of t h e  t r u c k  p r e v e n t e d  them from s e e i n g  a n y t h i n g  t o  t h e  

f r o n t  of t h e  v e h i c l e .  

D 

Tho 8 h o o t l n g  wiro  w a 8  blown oue  of t h o  w e l l  8 n d  m8do C O n t 8 C t  

with t h e  7 , 2 0 0  v o l t  p r i m a r y  l o c a t e d  more t h a n  50 f e e t  a b o v e  t h e  g r o u n d .  

A P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  Comri86ion e m p l o y e e  m e a s u r e d  t h e  d i s t 8 n c e  f rom t h e  

g r o u n d  to t h e  n e u t r a l  a t  more t h a n  SO f e e t  and t h e n  e s t i m a t e d  t h e  

p r i m a r y  vas a b o u t  5 5  f e e t  o f f  t h e  ground at t h i s  l o c a t i o n .  

The v i c t i m  was h o l d i n g  t h e  e n d 5  of t h e  s h o o t i n g  w i r e ,  a Y e l l o V -  

c o v e r 8 d  8 C r a n d  . . t imated t o  b 8  a b o u t  2 2  g a u g e .  H e  wa8 t a k 8 n  t o  a 

h o s p i t a l  via a m b u l a n c e  and was dead o n  arrival. 

. 


